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Brothers and Sisters,

«Glory to God in the highest heaven

and on earth peace to those God favours!»

For Francis, peace is the greatest gift of the Spirit; and St. Clare set

out on her last “exodus” with a solemn greeting and wish for peace: «Go

securely in peace [my soul], for you have a good escort; since He who cre-ated

you… has guarded you as a mother guards her little child» (Proc III,

20).

How many gentle words, how many affectionate wishes we will

hear and exchange during this time of Christmas. But how difficult the

achievement of peace is! How demanding it is to accept each day of our

life the consuming «fire» that «brings division» (Lk 12, 49.51), that fire

which burns up every self-interest and accommodating compromise.

And yet, as long as this gospel peace does not find its home in us, we can-not

be constructors and instruments of peace. «Acquire interior peace

and thousands about you will find salvation» (St. Seraphim of Sarov).

To accept Christ and to follow Him in his humility and poverty

means setting out towards reconciliation with God, with one’s self, with

others, with creation, with all beings. Only then will we realise that the

world is not divided between good and evil, between the violent and the

peacemakers. God, Father of us all, who «causes his sun to rise on the bad

as well as the good, and his rain to fall on honest and dishonest people

alike» (Mt 5,45), does not have children who are worthy of Him and oth-ers

who are not, but simply ones who are loved and are all favourites, who

know or at least recognise His love and His daily pardon. Nobody is so

evil as not to have some reflection of His goodness. And if God would

wish to sweep away all the unjust and unfaithful from the earth, «could

anyone survive» (Ps 130,3)? We are all, at the same time, good and bad.

It is when we count ourselves just, more just than others (cf. Lk 18,9-11),

that prejudices, divisions, violence, hatreds and wars begin. The “false”

just man is more incorrigible than the evil one who recognises himself as

such. From the Jewish tradition of the Hasidim we read: «I love the evil

man who knows he is evil more than the just man who knows he is just.

In fact, the evil ones who hold themselves just, even on the threshold of

hell will not mend their ways, because they imagine that they are being

led to hell in order to set its prisoners free» (M. Buber).

To reconcile ourselves with our pettiness and our misery, in order

to dispose ourselves to acceptance, to pardon and to love of ourselves and

of others: this is the vital root and condition of true peace that comes from

God, who can transform the weft of our relationships by eliminating all

structures of violence and hatred. When, on the other hand, we assume

the role of God, as the “executioners” at all costs, we infinitely increase

the spiral of vendetta and resentment. It is, indeed, possible to kill the one

who hates, but hatred is not eliminated. It is necessary to eliminate the

causes of evil and the structures of injustice, committing oneself to a culture

of peace, of dialogue, of mercy that finds its roots deep within our

pacified and reconciled heart.

«As you announce peace with your mouth, make sure that you have

greater peace in your hearts - Francis tells his brothers - thus no one will be

provoked to anger or scandal because of you. Let everyone be drawn to

peace and kindness through your peace and gentleness» (AP VIII, 38). And

towards the end of his life he added: «It is a great shame for us, servants of

God… that there is no one intervening for peace and harmony» (LP 44).

At Christmas we celebrate the restoration of peace between heaven

and earth, between humankind and God: it is expected of us to pray and

work so that this gift may be accepted by all with a poor and grateful heart.

Lord, your peace has a face, Jesus of Nazareth: help us know how to

see, accept, guard and generate Him in the world like Mary, in silence,

suffering and in the commitment of every day, «hoping against hope»

(Rom 4,18).

I wish you all, my dear Brothers and Sisters,

a holy and happy Christmas!

Br. Giacomo Bini, ofm

Minister General
