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Transitus of St Francis

Introductory Rites

Salve, Sancte Pater

Relics are reverenced with incense.

Presider:
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

All:

Amen.

May the Lord give you peace and good.


Amen.

Narration

1
Readings about the passing of St Francis
2
How the Seraphic Father embraces Sister Death
1
Two years after he had received the stigmata — that is twenty years after the beginning of his religious life — Francis asked to be brought to St Mary of the Portiuncula, so that he might yield up his spirit where he had first received the spirit of grace. 

2
He had himself placed naked upon the naked ground. He waited without fear for his triumph, and said to his brothers:
P
“I have done what was mine to do; may Christ teach you what you are to do.”
1
He spent the few days that remained before his death in praise, teaching his companions whom he loved so much and whom he called to his side to praise Christ with him. He himself, in as far as he was able, broke forth in this psalm: 

Psalm 142

I cry with my voice to the LORD, with my voice I make supplication to the LORD, 

I pour out my complaint before him, I tell my trouble before him. 

When my spirit is faint, thou knowest my way! 

In the path where I walk they have hidden a trap for me. 

I look to the right and watch, but there is none who takes notice of me; 
no refuge remains to me, no man cares for me. 

I cry to thee, O LORD; I say, Thou art my refuge, 

my portion in the land of the living.

Give heed to my cry; for I am brought very low! 

Deliver me from my persecutors; for they are too strong for me! 

Bring me out of prison, that I may give thanks to thy name! 

The righteous will surround me; for thou wilt deal bountifully with me.
2
He exhorted his brothers with fatherly affection to love God. He spoke a long time about practicing patience and poverty, setting the counsels of the holy Gospel ahead of all other prescriptions. 

1
Then he stretched out his arms over them in the form of a cross, because he loved that sign and blessed all brothers, both present and absent in the power and in the name of the Crucified.

2
He also invited all creatures to praise God, and exhorted them to love God. He exhorted death itself to give praise, and going joyfully to meet it, he invited it to make its lodging with him. “Welcome’, he said, “my sister death.”
Canticle of the Creatures

1
When he had finished his inspiring admonition, he told his brothers to bring a book of the Gospels and asked to have the Gospel according to St John read to him. 
Gospel of St John 13: 1-17

2
Now before the feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. And during supper, when the devil had already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray him, Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going to God, rose from supper, laid aside his garments, and girded himself with a towel. Then he poured water into a basin, and began to wash the disciples’ feet, and to wipe them with the towel with which he was girded. He came to Simon Peter; and Peter said to him, 

1 “Lord, do you wash my feet?” 
2 Jesus answered him, 

P
“What I am doing you do not know now, but afterward you will understand.”

2
Peter said to him, 

1
“You shall never wash my feet.”

2
Jesus answered him, 

P
“If I do not wash you, you have no part in me.”
2
Simon Peter said to him, 

1 “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” 
2 Jesus said to him, 

P
“He who has bathed does not need to wash, except for his feet, but he is clean all over; and you are clean, but not every one of you.”

2
For he knew who was to betray him; that was why he said, “You are not all clean.” When he had washed their feet, and taken his garments, and resumed his place, he said to them, 

P
“Do you know what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord; and you are right, for so I am. If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have given you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you. Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his master; nor is he who is sent greater than he who sent him. If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them.”

2
He was recalling that most holy supper which the Lord celebrated as his last supper with his disciples. 

1
Then when many brothers had gathered about, whose father and leader he was, and while they were standing reverently at his side awaiting his blessed death and happy end, his most holy soul was freed from his body and received into the abyss of God’s glory, and Francis fell asleep in God.
2
The whole city of Assisi rushed in a body and the whole region hastened to see the wonder the things of God which the Lord of Majesty had made manifest in his holy servant.

O sanctissima anima

Reflection / Meditation

1
A Reading from the Encyclical Letter of Brother Elias
2
Brother Elias, a sinner, sends greetings to our beloved brother in Christ, Gregory, the minister of the friars who are in France and to his brethren and ours. Before I begin to speak I sigh. What I shrink from has come upon me and has come upon you; our comforter has been taken away from us, and he who carried us like lambs on his shoulders has set out abroad into a far country. He who was beloved of God and of man has been received into the most resplendent dwellings.
1
In truth, in very truth, the presence of Francis, our brother and our Father, was a light not only to us who were close to him, but also to those who were more removed from in calling and in life. He was a light sent forth from the true Light to enlighten those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, that he might guide their feet into the way of peace.
2
He did this, even as the true Daystar from on high enlightened his heart and inflamed his will with the fire of his love. When he preached the kingdom of God, when he turned the hearts of fathers to their sons, when he brought the foolish to the prudence of the just, he made ready for the Lord a new people throughout the whole world.
1
His name was spread far and wide, even to the islands and all nations marveled at his admirable works. For this reason, my sons and brethren do not mourn beyond all measures; for God, the Father of orphans will comfort us with his holy consolation. And if you weep, brethren weep for yourselves but not for him; for in the midst of our life we are in death, while he has passed from death to life.
2
Now that I have told you these things, I announce to you a great joy and a new miracle. It is a sign which has been unheard of from the very beginning of time except in the Son of God, Christ the Lord. Not long before his death, our brother and our father was seen to resemble the crucified Lord, bearing in his body the five wounds which are the marks of Christ.
1
Therefore, my brethren, bless the God of heaven confess him in the sight of all, for he has shown to us his mercy. Hold fast to the memory of our father and brother, Francis, for the praise and glory of him who made him great among us and glorified him in the sight of the angels. Pray for him, as once he asked us, and pray to him that God may make us sharers with him of his holy grace. Amen.

Brother Elias, The Sinner

Sharing / Meditation / Reflection

Prayer 

P
We have remembered the passing of St Francis to the glory of God. Mindful of the wonders the Lord has worked in him we confidently approach the Father in prayer: 

1
For all of God's people, that they hold fast to the words the life, the teaching and the holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, we humbly pray through the intercession of St Francis.

2
For leaders of peoples, that they seek the counsel of God and pursue the way of peace, justice, harmony and the common good, we humbly pray through the intercession of St Francis.

1
For all men and women, that they honor and praise the Most High and Good Lord in all of his creatures, we humbly pray through the intercession of St Francis.
2
For the followers of St Francis, that they live according to the poverty, humility and Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, we humbly pray through the intercession of St Francis.

1
For all who minister to the followers of Francis that their lives and actions tell all peoples about the glory due to God alone, we humbly pray through the intercession of St Francis.

2
For all the faithful departed, especially our brothers and sisters, our families ad benefactors, that Sister Death lead them to the Most High, all-powerful, and all-good Lord, we humbly pray through the intercession of St Francis.

P
Let us pray to our Father in the words that the Lord has taught us, as explained by the Seraphic Father.

A
O Most Holy "Our Father:" Creator, Redeemer, Consoler and Our Savior.

B
"Who art in Heaven:" in the Angels and in the Saints; enlightening them unto knowledge, because Thou, Lord, art Light; inflaming them unto love, because Thou, Lord, art Love; indwelling and filling them unto blessedness, because Thou, Lord, art the Highest Good, the Eternal One, from whom is every good, without whom nothing is good.

A
"Hallowed be Thy Name:" may the knowledge of Thee in us be made bright, so that we may know, what is the breadth of Thy benefactions, the length of Thy promises, the sublimity of Thy Majesty and the depth of Thy judgments.

B
"Thy Kingdom come:" so that Thou may reign in us by grace and makes us come unto Thy Kingdom, where vision of Thee is made manifest, love of Thee made perfect, company with Thee blessed, enjoyment of Thee everlasting.

A
"Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven:" so that we may love Thee with (our) whole heart by thinking of Thee always, with (our) whole soul by desiring Thee always, with (our) whole mind directing unto Thee all our intentions, by seeking Thy honor in all things and with all our strength by expending all our strength and sense of soul and body in submission to Thy love and not in anything else. 

B
May we love our neighbors even as our very selves by drawing all to Thy love to the extent of (our) strength, by rejoicing over the good things of others just as over our own and by compassionating (them) in evils and by giving offense to no one.

A
"Give us this day," Thy Beloved Son, Our Lord Jesus Christ, "our daily Bread:" to remember and understand and reverence the love, which He had for us, and those things, which He said, did, or endured on our behalf. 

B
"And forgive us our debts:" by Thy ineffable mercy, through the virtue of the Passion of Thy Beloved Son and by the merits and intercession of the Blessed Virgin and all Thy elect.

A
"As we also forgive our debtors:" and what we do not fully forgive, Lord make us fully forgive, so that we may truly love (our) enemies for the sake of Thee and intercede devoutly on their behalf with Thee, rendering to none evil for evil and striving in all things to advance unto Thee.

B
"And lead us not into temptation:" hidden or manifest, sudden or importune.

A
"But deliver us from evil:" past, present, and future. 

All:
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
Prayer

P
Blessed be you, Lord for the life and example of our father Francis. As we recall his passing, teach us to live gently in this world and help us to believe that those who live with you are never far from us. We ask this through Jesus who is resurrection and life. 
Amen.

Concluding Rite

P
The Lord be with you.



All: And also with your spirit.
Bow your heads and pray for God’s blessing.

May the Lord bless you and keep you. 



Amen.

May his face shine upon you, and be gracious to you. 

Amen.
May he look upon you with kindness, and give you his peace.
Amen.

Adapted from Franciscan at Prayer, The Committee for Franciscan Liturgical Research, 1988 by Order of Friars Minor for Hong Kong – Macao Franciscan Family Union
